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1. What is the EU Multi Annual Financial Framework?

2. What's new from the 2007-13 period?

3. What is the latest state of play in Brussels?

4. Direct funding versus decentralised funds?

5. EU2020 and its impact on future funding

6. Key funding areas

Ç Cohesion Policy and Structural Funds ï

Mainstream funding and territorial 

cooperation

Ç Rural Development & Fisheries

Ç Horizon 2020 (including innovation)

Ç Erasmus +

Ç Connecting Europe Facility 

Ç Trans European Network ïTransport 

Ç Trans European Energy Network 

Ç LIFE+

7. Preparing for new programmes

Overview of presentation



What is the EU Multi Annual Financial Framework?

The multiannual financial framework is a 

spending plan that translates the EU 

priorities into financial terms. It is not a 

seven-year budget, but the basis for the 

annual budgetary exercise. It sets the 

maximum annual amounts which the EU 

may spend in different political fields. It 

therefore provides a political as well as 

budgetary framework for the benefit of 500 

million Europeans. The current MFF 

period started in 2007 and will end in 2013. 

The European Council and European 

Parliament agreed on 27th June that the 

MFF will be lower than the current one 

@ ú960 billion euros
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What is the EU Multi Annual Financial Framework?

The European Council and European Parliament has agreed an 

overall ceiling ofú960 billion under five headings:

ÇSmart and inclusive growth: 47%

ÇSustainable growth: natural resources: 39%

ÇGlobal Europe: 6%

ÇAdministration: 6%

ÇSecurity and citizenship: 2%

The commitment ceiling amounts to 1.00% of EU gross 

national income (GNI) compared to 1.12% for the 2007-2013 

MFF.

The ceiling for payments equates to 0.95% of EU gross 

national income (GNI) compared to 1.06% for 2007-2013.



What's new from the 2007-13 period?
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Direct funding and decentralised funds(1)

European Commission 

directly managed

ÇHorizon 2020

ÇErasmus for All

ÇCompetitiveness and 

SMEs

ÇConnecting Europe

ÇLIFE

ÇHealth for Growth

ÇCreative Europe

ÇEuropean 

Globalisation Fund

Shared managed funds with 

Member States

Cohesion Policy / CAP (pillars 1 & 2) 

and Fisheries and maritime policies

including European Regional 

Development Fund, European Social 

Fund, European Agriculture and Rural 

Development Fund, European Maritime 

and Fisheries Fund

Implemented through operational 

programmes at national or regional level.  

ERDF targeted to Lesser Favoured, 

Transitional and More Development 

Regions. Additional funds through 

Cohesion Fund and the Territorial 

Cooperation objective - INTERREG
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Why differentiate between the two?

European Commission 

directly managed

Ç Trans-national

Ç Search for partners

Ç Highly competitive

Ç Knowledge of existing projects

Ç Need very good application

Ç Attend info days

Ç Run from Brussels / more 

agencies in future

Ç Know your executive agency

Ç Anticipate call before publication 

to prepare project partnership / 

objectives

Ç Mainly revenue based projects 

for research, innovation and 

demonstration

Shared managed funds with 

Member States

Ç Application processes managed within region 

for mainstream programmes

Ç Managed by Joint Technical Secretariats for 

INTERREG 

Ç Fewer partners needed

Ç Requires cofinancing

Ç óRelativelyô easier to access funds

Ç Attention to state aid and procurement rules 

important

Ç Refer to Operational Programme and 

guidance on outcomes

Ç More opportunities to discuss project 

proposals

Ç Know the local/ regional stakeholders

Ç Local and regional investment plans influence 

EU priorities

Ç Decisions taken by a Programme Monitoring 

Committee

Ç Infrastructure eligible



What is the latest state of play in Brussels?

Ç Implementation regulations 

agreed on 18th November

Ç Commission preparing for 

implementation 

Ç Member States finalising their 

partnership agreements and 

operational programmes for 

structural funds

Ç Commission to agree 

implementation agreements 

before EU elections

Ç First calls for projects Spring 

Summer 2014
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Impact of EU 2020

Smart Growth
Å 75% of EU population (20-64) in employment

Å 3% of EU GDP invested in R&D / innovation

Sustainable Growth
Å 20/20/20ô climate/energy targets to be met.

Inclusive Growth
Å Young people exiting school early to be less than 10% and;

40% of 30-34 year olds to have a tertiary degree

Å 20 million fewer people to be at risk of poverty
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http://ec.europa.eu/avservices/download/photo_download_en.cfm?id=206048
http://ec.europa.eu/avservices/download/photo_download_en.cfm?id=206048
http://ec.europa.eu/avservices/download/photo_download_en.cfm?id=206064
http://ec.europa.eu/avservices/download/photo_download_en.cfm?id=206064
http://ec.europa.eu/avservices/download/photo_download_en.cfm?id=206061
http://ec.europa.eu/avservices/download/photo_download_en.cfm?id=206061


Setting a strategic context for EU and national funds

Smart, Sustainable and Inclusive growth

75 % employment rate;  3% GDP investment in R&D; ó20/20/20ô climate/energy

targets; < 10% Early School leavers; 40% with tertiary degree;  20 million less 

people at risk of poverty

Innovation Union; Youth on the move; A digital agenda for Europe; 

Resource efficient Europe; An industrial policy for the globalisation

An agenda for new skills and jobs;  European platform against poverty

3 Priorities

5 Targets

7 Flagship initiatives, EU level

National Reform Programmes

National situation national targets national measures EU Council level 

recommendations to each member state

EU funds, national funds and EU sector specific programmes
11



EU commitments and targets for 2020: Leading

the way towards the low-carbon economy

Ç Commitment to transform Europe into a 
highly energy-efficient, low-carbon 
economy

Ç Unilateral commitment to cut GHG 
emissions by 20% (below 1990 levels) 

Ç Conditional offer to cut GHG emissions 
by 30% (below 1990 levels) if other major 
economies do their fair share 

Ç Obligation to get 20% of energy from 
renewable sources (c.10% today)

Ç Target of cutting projected energy use by 
20% through energy efficiency 
improvements

Ç Good for the climate, energy security, 
innovation, growth, jobs and 

competitiveness!
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Climate mainstreaming

Ç Current EU budget spending on climate change-

related action estimated at 6-8%

Ç New principle: to increase the proportion of climate 

related expenditure to at least 20 % by 

'mainstreaming' climate considerations into all main 

spending areas, eg Cohesion/ regional spending, 

Agriculture, R&D etc

Ç DG CLIMA developing a system to follow up and 

ensure that 20% of the project expenditure support 

climate objectives. 

Ç 20% equates to ú200 billion for 2014-2020 or ú25 

billion per year at least from the different funds.

Ç The actual cost of mitigation for EU28 is 

estimated to be around ú125 billion per year 

2014-2020

Ç NER300 programme is co-funding CCS and 

innovative renewable energy projects ïone of 

worldôs biggest demonstration programmes for low-

carbon technologies
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Cohesion Policy and the 

Structural Funds 2014-2020
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What is EU Cohesion Policy?

- definition and purpose

ÇThe way the EU helps poorer regions to converge or 

catch up (<75% average GDP). 

ÇHelp for economically damaged regions to restructure.  

- Europe 2020, Competitiveness

ÇCross border, Transnational, Interregional Cooperation, 

Territorial Cooperation

ÇMade up of the Structural Funds with a budget of ú322 

billion for 2014-2020, (including Regional Fund, 

Social Fund, Cohesion Fund etcé)
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What does Cohesion Policy invest in?

Transport

Renewable

energy

Research

and innovation

Training

Cooperation

between regions

Energy 

efficiency

Support

for SMEs
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Index EU 25 = 
100

Source: Eurostat

How have the funds 

been distributed?

Objective 'Regional
Competitiveness and 
Employmentó
Phasing - in regions , 
"naturally" above 75%

Convergence objective
statistically affected regions 
(included in above with Cohesion 
Fund)

Objective 'Regional
Competitiveness and 
Employment ' ú55 
billion (16% of 
funding)

Convergence objective
(Regions < 75% in 
EU 25) 
ú283 billion
(81.5% of funding)

Territorial cooperation
ú8.7 billion
(2.5% of funding)



ƅ18

A fair system for all EU regions

(eligibility simulation)

3 categories

of regions

< 75 % of EU averageGDP/capita*

*index EU27=100

75-90 % > 90 %

¬
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Canarias

Guyane

Réunion 

Guadeloupe/

Martinique

Madeira

Açores

Malta

Less developed regions 

Transition regions 

More developed regions 
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How much will 

be available 

and where?


